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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 
"To  Sin  in  Silence..." 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


11.  Jlo&$.  &$S,  a  So  (  o 


THE  GENERAL  COURT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
State  Senate 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
State  House  Boston 


Sen.  Edward  C.  Stone 


% 


Cape  and  Plymouth  District  ^| 


P.  O.  BOX  158. 
OSTERVILLE,  MASS. 


Respectfully  Quoted:  A  Dictionary  of  Q 


NUMBER:  1695 

AUTHOR:  Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox  (1850-1919) 

uot  A I  (ON:  To  sin  by  silence,  when  we  should  Drotcjsi 

August  10,  1951 

Has  climbed  on  protest.  Had  no  voice  been  raised 
Against  injustice,  ignorance,  and  lust, 
The  inquisition  yet  would  serve  the  law, 
And  guillotines  decide  our  least  disputes. 
The  few  who  dare,  must  speak  and  speak  again 

To  right  the  wrongs  of  many!  Speech,  thank  God. 
Mr.  Edward  C.  Stone 
33   Broad  Street 
Boston,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Stone: 

My  delay  in  answering  your  letter  of  July  2?  is  due 
to  my  hoping  that  we  iuigbt  fiind  sotae  clue  that  would  lead  us  to 
identify  the  quotation  credited  to  Lincoln,  "       sit  in  silence 
when  they  should  protest  makes  cowards  of  men". 

0f     I  do  not  think  this  is  a  Lincoln  juotation,  as  I 
do  not  recall  ever  having  seen  it  and  it  sounds  more  li*e  the 
conclusions  of  an  ancient  philosopher.     Lincoln  did  say  on  one 
occasion  that  if  the  country  is  in  danger,  we  should  not  spea^c 
with  "if  e",  'buts"  and  "and  "sH.     But  that  is  about  as  close 
as  I  can  coaie  to  sentissent  expressed  in  the  alleged  quotation. 

The  precious  one  beneath  her  heart,  until 

Very  truly  yours, 

And  given  back  to  labor,  let  no  man 
Call  this  the  land  of  freedom. 
LAW:BB  Director 

ELLA  WHEEi  l  R  WILCOX,  "Protest,'  7 'at  .       'rohlems  cm.  1  54-55  H914) 
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Respectfully  Quoted:  A  Dictionary  of  Quotations.  1989. 


NUMBER:  1695 

AUTHOR:  Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox  (1850-1919) 

QUOTATION:  Tojrin  by  silence^jwhen  we  should  protest, 
Makes  cowards  out  of  men.  The  human  race 
Has  climbed  on  protest.  Had  no  voice  been  raised 
Against  injustice,  ignorance,  and  lust, 
The  inquisition  yet  would  serve  the  law, 
And  guillotines  decide  our  least  disputes. 
The  few  who  dare,  must  speak  and  speak  again 
To  right  the  wrongs  of  many.  Speech,  thank  God, 
No  vested  power  in  this  great  day  and  land 
Can  gag  or  throttle.  Press  and  voice  may  cry 
Loud  disapproval  of  existing  ills; 
May  criticise  oppression  and  condemn 
The  lawlessness  of  wealth-protecting  laws 
That  let  the  children  and  childbearers  toil 
To  purchase  ease  for  idle  millionaires. 

Therefore  I  do  protest  against  the  boast 

Of  independence  in  this  mighty  land. 

Call  no  chain  strong,  which  holds  one  rusted  link. 

Call  no  land  free,  that  holds  one  fettered  slave. 

Until  the  manacled  slim  wrists  of  babes 

Are  loosed  to  toss  in  childish  sport  and  glee, 

Until  the  mother  bears  no  burden,  save 

The  precious  one  beneath  her  heart,  until 

God's  soil  is  rescued  from  the  clutch  of  greed 

And  given  back  to  labor,  let  no  man 

Call  this  the  land  of  freedom. 

ATTRIBUTION:  ELLA  WHEELER  WILCOX,  "Protest,"  Poems  of  Problems,  pp.  154-55  (1914). 
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